From idea to print: writing for a professional journal.
Those who have occasionally thought about writing for a professional journal should be encouraged by the fact that most journal writers are just like journal readers--practitioners and educators with something of value to share with others. There are career-enhancing advantages to journal writing, and there can be a significant amount of personal satisfaction as well. Succeeding at writing and placing a journal article requires: selecting an appropriate topic; knowing the publication and its audience and framing the article in the style they require; working with the journal editor to create an acceptable manuscript, which includes responding positively to the editor's criticisms and suggestions; and observing all submission requirements and deadlines. One who follows this entire process to its positive conclusion will find that journal writing can be an exacting, demanding, frustrating--and immensely satisfying--professional activity.